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thronged with a joyful crowd and strewn with
flowers to the old church of St. Denis, of which the
Kings of France were canons during their life, and
in which they rested when dead. It was noticed
that not a few of the thousands who rent the air
with their cries of " Vive le Roi " were Parisians
who had made their way through the fortifications
to witness an event which, it was hoped, would end
the war. The church doors were shut. The King
knocked; they opened and disclosed the Archbishop
of Bourges surrounded by seven Bishops and a crowd
of clergy. " Who are you ? " asked the Archbishop.
" The King." " What do you seek ? " " To be received
into the fold of the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman
Church "; as he spoke, Henry knelt down and con-
tinued, " I protest and swear in the presence of God
Almighty, to live and die in the Catholic faith, to
protect and defend it against all at the peril of my
life and blood, and to renounce all heresies/' hand-
ing at the same time his signed confession of faith
to the Archbishop, who thereupon gave him absolu-
tion and led him into the choir, the clergy following.
While the Te Deum pealed forth and the enthusi-
astic multitude shed tears of joy, the King was
heard in confession behind the High Altar, after
which High Mass was celebrated, Henry devoutly
casting himself on his knees at the elevation of the
Host.

The reiterated cheers of the populace, blare of
trumpets, salvos of artillery, and, as the night closed,
bonfires in all the neighbouring villages, announced
to Paris that the "most Christian King," the " eldest